Model Assignment: SOC 213 Proposal

PROPOSAL

This assignment is designed to help you get more focused on your presentation and presentation paper.
It is worth 100 points. There are four (4) very simple questions to ask whenever reading and writing.
These questions help all of us to organize our thoughts and to focus on main ideas. In thinking about
your proposal and subsequent presentation and presentation paper, answer the four questions below.

Directions:

This assignment is to be type-written, on 8.5x11 paper, using Times New Roman, size 12 font, with 1-
inch margins all around the page. It is to be double-spaced. There should be 5 parts to this proposal. For
each part, start with the corresponding Roman numeral. This proposal is to be handed in at the
beginning of class. (See lateness policy in your syllabus). Write one paragraph (about 4 to 5 sentences)
for each question in bold below, and don’t forget to come up with a title for your project.

Four basic questions sociologists use when crafting a research proposal:

I. What do | want to know? (The Question)

Start this section with your main research question (also known as your originating question). What do
you really want to know? (You may not be able to answer this question for this research paper.) What
other questions are you interested in?

Il. Why do | want to know this? (The Rationale)

Why is your originating question important to you? Why does this question matter (to others)? Why
should we care about this? Here, you should state why your research question matters to you and why it
is important for the study of race and ethnic relations.

IIl. What do | think the answer is? (The Thesis)

What is your argument? What is your hypothesis? Why do you think this is the answer to your
originating question? What do other sociologists, thinkers, or writers think the answer to your question
is (Hint: What would some of the authors in our syllabus, thus far, say about your question?)

IV. How will | find the answers to my question/s? (The Methods)

What (data) sources would you consult? Which sources have others used in examining similar
guestions? Why are you using these methods and not others? How will you find out if your thesis makes
sense? What additional sources would you recommend others (interested in this question) to use?

One additional question that is relevant to this class:

V. How do | define race in my research? (The Definition)

Given the scope of your project and the group you are studying, what is your definition of race or
ethnicity? Who is included in your study and who isn’t included? Why or why not? For this part of the
proposal a simple 1- or 2-sentences is enough for stating your definition.



What your proposal should look like:
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Proposal
[ENTER YOUR COURSE SECTION NUMBER HERE]

Academic Achievement of Latina/o High School Students:
Single-Parent and Two-Parent Households

I. How do students from two-parent households differ in their academic performance
when compared to children from single-parent households? [MORE: Address the questions listed
above]

Il. | am a high school teacher and | am interested in exploring how household
composition affects student performance. [MORE: Address the questions above]

lll. Though | have seen many students from single-parent households out-perform their

counterparts, | suspect that these students are the beneficiaries of social networks that value education
over other aspects of life. Still, for the most part, my experience has been that students from two-parent
households perform better than students who come from single-parent households. [MORE: Address
the questions above]
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IV. First, over the course of one grading period, | will track the academic performances of

my own students. Second, | will consult the literature on the sociology of education. Lastly, | will apply a
sociological perspective to this question in order to suggest other ways to view this social issue and how
more research can be conducted. [MORE: Address the questions above]

V. The group | will be exploring is Latina/os. Included in this group are people who...
[MORE: Begin to construct your working definition of race and/or ethnicity as it relates to your group]

REFERENCES

This assignment is designed to help you get started on another aspect of your

research/presentation paper: The bibliography, or references section. It is worth 20 points. Using EBSCO
and/or Sociological Abstracts, list 10 references that you will use for your paper. There should be 10
different references listed. ALL of these references MUST be from peer-reviewed journals. Note that
these must be listed in APA style (see below) as well.

This assignment is to be type-written, on 8.5x11 paper, using Times New Roman, size 12 font, with 1-
inch margins all around the page. Also, all assignments should be stapled at the top left corner of the

page.



